Purpose: This paper investigates the impact of key supplier relationship management 7 8
modelling.
24
Findings: The findings reveal that external SCM resources directly affect the capability management, purchasing and marketing, has examined how value is created from close buyer- supplier relationships (for an overview see e.g., Hingley et al., 2015) . From a retailer's specific supplier management approaches which are based on cooperative relationships.
32
Within the business-to-business relationship literature, this has been widely discussed with these partners (Giannakis and Louis, 2011) . These decisions refer to the strategic 51 52 dimension of supply chain management (SCM), i.e. the 'co-ordination of a strategic and long-53 54 term co-operation among co-makers in the total supply chain for the development and relationships in which the benefits outweigh the costs of being in the relationship (Lambert et 22 23 al., 1996; Gadde and Snehota, 2000) . This differentiated view on supplier relationships and 24 25 their management allows firms to achieve the advantages of being responsive, agile, fast and 26 27
profitable (Doyle et al., 2006) .
29 30
Given the importance of KSRM for successful SCM, this paper is concerned with 31 32 aspects of KSRM in the upstream or supplier direction, and considers it as a highly 33 34 aggregated business process (Lambert, 2010) , as opposed to the view that it may be separated 35 36 into further sub-processes proposed by Park et al. (2010) , for example.
38
So far, the relevant literature has provided limited support and empirical evidence for Based on these preliminary findings regarding KSRM's potential for SCM, this 4 5
paper aims to (1) investigate how the execution of SCM resources within a firm affects its 6 7 capability to do KSRM and (2) determine the impact of KSRM on the level of the execution 8 9
of SCM within an organization. In this context, we define capability as the ability of a firm to 11 12 marshal and use its resources to effect a desired output change, as opposed to the firm 13 14
possessing within it the competence to actually do so (Loasby, 1998; Penrose, 2009 ).
16
According to Kähkönen and Lintukangas (2012) , capabilities in a supply chain context help to such as new product development (Kotzab et al., 2015) .
25
Thus, the value of this paper is that it provides further understanding and explanation supply chain performance. To achieve these research aims, we present the following line of 33 34 argumentation in our paper.
36
After this introduction, in which we have shown the relevance of KSRM as an integral 37 38 part of SCM, we present a conceptual model and hypotheses for SCM and KSRM, and our 39 40 41 methodology for the research study. An analysis and discussion of the study findings follows,
43
and the paper is rounded off with implications for future research. Due to the limited amount of empirical research on the relationship between KSRM and the 51 52
execution of SCM and due to the absences of a measurement scale for KSRM, we focus here 53 54
on the core element of supplier-related relationship management, which is the fundamental 55 56
capability of supply chain partners to set up relationships with their core strategic partners. This refers to the planning and implementation element of the KSRM process (Choi and , 1996, Liker and Choi, 2004) and is labelled the 'capability to do KSRM'.
7
The literature sees the capability to do KSRM as an SCM-related process (Lambert et 8 9 al., 2005) that supports the integration of processes between upstream supply chain partners 11 12 on a strategic level (Krapfel et al., 1991; Hogarth-Scott and Parkinson, 1993; Lambert et al. 13 14 1998; Kotzab et al., 2011; Hamister, 2012 these internal SCM resources are prerequisites and thus antecedents of the capability to do greater is its capability to do KSRM (ξ3).
50
Internal SCM resources are closely related to a firm being externally 'fit' for SCM, in other words to the existence of external SCM-related resources (Droge et al., 2004) .
55
External resources -unlike internal ones -result from coordination and collaborative
57
activities between supply chain partners (Kotzab et al., 2015) . Examples are collaboration greater is its capability to do KSRM (ξ3).
34 35
Both internal and external SCM resources are seen to affect the SCM execution level 36 37
-in the same way as they affect the capability to do KSRM directly (Lambert et al., 2005; 38 39 Corsten and Kumar, 2005; Miocevic and Crnjak-Karanovic, 2012 following empirical evaluation and subsequent discussion of the role of KSRM.
50
The proposed linkages between the three hypotheses build a conceptual model which constructs. Details on the scales behind the constructs internal and external SCM resources as 11 12
well as SCM execution together with the related literature can be found in the both the 13 14
conceptual model section and the appendix.
16
We measured internal/external SCM resources and the execution of SCM reflectively. We direction of causality from the latent construct towards the indicators for all of our constructs.
23
This is of particular importance for our dependent construct SCM execution, given Lee and
Cadogan's (2013) The capability to do KSRM was measured by a single-item construct and was based 
45
The rationale behind this decision was that KSRM as a concept has not received considerable concept of SCM, (3) the sample population is quite diverse and (4) the sample size is rather antecedents of KSRM, and the impact of KSRM on SCM execution (Hair Jr et al., 2011) .
34
Lastly, our study has a quite exploratory character and thus requires a variance-based rather 35 36
than covariance-based SEM approach (Hair Jr et al., 2011) .
38
When looking at the results of our tests of the measurement validity of our
constructs, we can see that all factor loadings are highly significant (p<0.001) (see Appendix).
43
Their sizes exceed or are very close to the suggested threshold of 0.70 (Hulland, 1999) . The
45
internal consistency of all the constructs can also be considered satisfactory, with both the higher, meaning that the degree of convergent validity is acceptable (Bagozzi and Yi, 1988) .
54
For all constructs, the AVE is larger than the highest of the squared intercorrelations with the 55 56
other constructs in the measurement model, which means that they are sufficiently discriminant from each other (see Table 1 ). When examining the cross-loadings, we can see
that all factor loadings on the assigned construct are higher than all loadings on the non-
assigned constructs (Chin, 1998; Hair Jr et al., 2014) . We can thus conclude that there is a 8 9
sufficient local fit of the data and that the two resource constructs are sufficiently discriminant 11 12
from each other.
14 ----------------

15
Insert Table 1 here
To determine whether industry affiliation had a significant impact on our results, we presented in the following section.
28
Since we had gathered the data based on self-reports, we considered the issue of reveal the specific purpose of our project and assured confidentiality to our respondents.
37
Finally, we conducted a confirmatory factor analysis subsuming all indicators under one latent 
Results
5
Model estimation
The interpretation of the coefficients of determination (r 2 ) indicates that almost two thirds of 9 10
the variance of the construct external SCM resources (ξ2) principle of the 'keyness of relationships' on the supply side (Ivens et al., 2009) .
12
Another main contribution of this paper is that we have found that the capability to with key suppliers, the latter can be considered an important success factor for SCM, albeit not the only one (Hogarth-Scott and Parkinson, 1993; Hamister, 2012; Forslund, 2014) .
32
However, the relevance of KSRM for supply chain partnering in this study stems from the Li, S., Ragu-Nathan, B., Ragu-Nathan, T. and Subba Rao, S. (2006) Measures/Indices µ (σ) λn (t-value)
12
Internal SCM resources (ξ1) (Lambert et al., 1998; Cigolini et al., 2004; Kotzab et al., 2006a) Answer RII/4: Thank you for your positive feedback on these evaluation criterion. We 23 believe that there is no action required here .   24  25  26  27  28  29  30  31  32  33  34  35  36  37  38  39  40  41  42  43  44  45  46  47  48  49  50  51  52  53  54  55  56  57  58  59  60 
